Springfield, Mass., June 15th, 1896. 


Dear Mr. Brewster: - 

Thinking you might be interested in little 
items of bird news from the Connecticut Valley, I write you these 
few lines. 

A mocking bird paid us a visit this summer, and a fish-crow 


was taken in Springfield last week. The presence of individuals 


of these kinds near here, has several times been reported, but 


never before has there been sufficient evidence to make a record. 


Yours truly, 
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Clerk of the Courts, 
Springfield, Sage. 


July Ist, 1897, 
Dear Sir:- 


A male mockingbird has, for the 


past few weeks stayed in one neighborhood 
in the suburb of Springfield. He is in 
full song, but no nest has been found, nor 
has a mate been seen. He has one habit 
that it occurred to me you might explain 
He persistently chases the robing that 
come near him. It has been suggested 
that this might be with loving intentions 
being without a mate and longing for one. 
To me, this does not seem probable. 

The only othér unusual occurrence of 


birds here this year that I know of, is 


the capture of a fish crow in the spring, 








abd the presence of a pair of Florida 


cts Re SSOP 


Gallinules early in the summer, one of 


which was killed. 


Yours very truly, 


Veg f Obhir 


Nr. Rehr © 


Nar, DSSS. 


Clerk of the Courts, 
Springfield, Mags, 


March 2nd, 1898, 


Dear Sir:- 

Twenty or thirty horned larks 
have wintered in Longmeadow near Spring- 
field. The few that were shot had the 
white line over the eye. Do you think 
it probable to find praticola here in 
winter? A year ago about ninety star- 
lings were liberated near here. 

Monday, I saw three of them, which shows 
that some at least have wintered. 

The rough-legged hawks have been quite 
numerous here this winter; one man has 
taken twenty specimens. 


Yours truly, 


hil 0 Mom 


Mr. William Brewster, 





Novis bprhut- ©. 


» 24, 1L IR 
ae sii Clerk of the Courts, 
Sprinatiela, Mags. 


March 4th, 1898, 


Dear Sir: 

There were four specimens of 
the horned lark taken here, all of which 
were preserved. I am going out of town 
this noon for a few days and on my return 
will try and arrange to have you see one. 

The starlings do not increase very 
rapidly in New York where they seem to be 
established. I should think they would 
be less likely to in Massachusetts, than 
there. The rough-legged hawk has oc- 
curred here in diminishing numbers for 
a dozen years or so, until this season 
when they seem to have increased. 


They and the short-eared owl are very 





partial to the meadows that border the 


Connecticut river where their favorite 


food is so plentiful. 


Yours truly, 


Mr. Brewster. 





Springfield, Mass., March 23rd, 1898. 


Dear Sir:- 

A few weeks ago, at my request a young man sent you 
some specimens of the shore lark for identification. Please tell 
me the result of your investigation. 

Since the disappearance of the snow here, the work r the 
field mice is found in unusual large amounts, indicating the 
presence of these animals last winter in numbers far beyond the 
average, which undoubtedly accounts for so many rough-legged 
hawks being here, 

The March birds came this year much earlier than usual, but 
the robins were not so near the head of the procession as ordin- 
arily. The phoebe appeared the 13th. About the middle of 


March, at my farm, five miles from Springfield, a pair of sparrow 


hawks by their actions gave the best of evidence that they intended 
: pigeon 
to nest. They have taken possession of a,box, driving the 


occupants away. This seems to me very early for them to breed. 


Yours truly, 


Mr. Brewster. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
County of Hampden, 
OFFICE OF CLERK OF THE COURTS. 


Spingfidd, Mas., ... Necambsr...17th,...1900........ 


Dear Sir:= 


Replying to your letter of the 15th inst. I have made no 


record, not considering the evidence from the source you refer to 
sufficient, unless corroborated. I have often wondered why so great 
a difference exists between the fauna here and down the valley towards 
the mouth of the Connecticut river. Last summer I had near Say- 
brook a cottage; going back sand forth each week, I then realized how 
easy it was to reach from here a place where so many southern birds 
were common and even abundant, while near Springfield the same are 
rare or entirely absent. There the Hooded Warbler, Worm=sating 
Warbler &c are common,and the Chat, White-eyed Vireo, and Purple Mar— 
tin are abundant; the altitude is about the same, the river at 
Springfield being only forty feet above tide water; the flora ite 
temperature does not vary much. I am quite sure that I have seen 
the American Eider near Springfield, but as I grow older, I am more 
particular that the proof should be positive before making a record. 
No unusual winter visitors have yet appeared here, and the year 
has not been especially eventful. There was an immense flight of 
Warblers in the spring, but the Dendroica tigrina was the only really 


rare one I found. The last of May a pair of Loxia curvirostra minor 











Comngonwealth of Massachusetts, 
County of Hampden, 
OFFICE OF CLERK OF THE COURTS. 


Spingfidd, i 


spent a fortnight or more near my house. In July, a person in whom 
I have great confidence, stated that they had found here a pair of 


Dendroica coronata feeding their young and "watched them for a long 


xi 
time and that there: coul ot possibly be any mistake", In September 
I shot a Symphemia semipalmata, and the same month a cat caught an 


Oceanodroma leucorhoa in a field near the river. 





Yours truly, 


(ae a ide oa ina 


Mr. Deane. 
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Springfield, Mass., 
December 21st, 1900. 


Dear Mr. Brewsteri= 

In regard to the matter contained in your letter 
of recent date. I have no evidence, but only a suspicion that every- 
thing is not all right, and I hesitate to say what I do, fearing that 
I might injure an innocent person, and one who in some ways is so 
promising. In writing to Mr. Deane, I spoke of the accessibility 
of the lower Connecticut Valley to Springfield, where it had occurred 
to me your warbler might have been collected. I would be more ex~- 
plicit, but I have no facts to communicate. My want of confidence 
has grown up during the last two or three years, from a few things 
that I have noted, » ~ no one of them alone worth considering, 
but sufficient, perhaps, together, to at least arouse distrust; 
still I am troubled to think that my doubts may be ungrounded. I 
have been interested in ornithology long enough to see the importance 
of publishing records, the accurracy of which there is no question 
about, and for this reason I have refrained from reporting any of 
his work of late years. 


I have prepared a list of birds of this vid nity that I mean 


to publish as soon as I findtime to make an index, and would like to 


have you look it over before I send it to the printer,and make any 
suggestion. 


Your fish crow was taken here, of that there is no possilbe 


vourseraars APL 0) lone 


doubt. 


Mr. William Brewster. 
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Springfield, Mass. 


December 26th, 1900. 


Dear Sir:= 
In one of your recent letters you spoke of my having recorded 
some of Holcomb's specimens. I did so several years ago, and I 
think they are all right. There were Dut three records based on any 
of his statements. 


1. The Fish crow. This there is no question about; the bird 


flew over a party of perfectly reliable men, engaged in a shooting 


match, at Springfield, and was shot by one of them. 

a. The Palm warbler. This specimen was said to hav@ been 
obtained at Windsor, fifteen miles down the river from here, and was 
sent by me to J. A. Allen of New York, for identification. There 
was no motive for telling anything but the truth, and for that rea- 
son and others, I believe this record to be accurate. (See Auk 
volume 11, page 181.) 

3. A part of the information upon which I made the record re- 
lative to the taking of two Uria lomvia recorded in the Auk volume 
14 page 100, was obtained from the same source; for some reason in 
late years this bird has appeared here quite frequently. If a person 
was going to sell imported bird skin for domestic, they would be 


likely to take a rarer kind. 
Yours truly, 


Mr. Wm. Brewster. Ii L /) pais 
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Cc + Ai f 
iggZield, Mass., 


January 19th, 1903. 


Dear Mr. Brewster:= 
Understanding that you are the 

president of the Audubon Society and I having taken 
some little interest in aiding in the enforcement of the 
law relative to the protection of birds, I would like to 
iaibeet the desirability of a change in the Massachusetts 
law on this subject. 

By the provision of section 5 of chapter 92 of the 
Revised Laws, "plover, snipe, sandpipers, rail, or any 
of the so-called shore Marsh or beach birds" may be killed 
petween July 15th and May lst. The law is so interpre- 
ted by some persons that meadow larks, red winged black- 
birds and many other species are killed under the claim 
that they are marsh birds. This word marsh should be 
stricken from the statutes; it has no certain meaning, 
and refers to no special class of birds, as do shore or 
beach birds, and may be construed to signify most any 
kind. I think you will not find it in use in other 
states, The word came from’-a statute passed in 1821 to 


a 
prevent the killing of birds on salt marshes between the 





first of March and the first of September, and during 
the last eighty years, from time to time, the statute 
has been reénacted in different forms, and all laws on 
the subject of game and bird protection have been codi- 
fied from time to time, until all that is left of the 
1821 statute is the word marsh, 

In regard to the red legged black ducks about which 
we had some correspondence a month or two ago, Late 
in the autumn, I left word with the proprietor of a mar= 
ket in Springfield, that dealt in game, to send me any 
black ducks he received that he kmew were taken in this 
vicinity, which resulted in my obtaining through that 
source, half a dozen specimens of true obscura. About 
the same time, I told a man, who shot a good many ducks 
about here, that if he captured a black duck with red 


legs, to send it. to me, and all I received from him was 


a female mallard. Not far from the first of December, 


I visited a place near the line between the towns of Wilbra- 
ham and Hampden, where black ducks always winter, and 

found a flock of about thirty there, but I failed to 

capture any. Two or three weeks later, and after a 

very cold time, I went to the same place, and found the 


flock had been reduced to half a dozen individuals, but 


-2- 





in walking, the breaking of the crust upon the snow made 
so much noise, I was unable to approach very near without 
flushing them. It then occurred to me that the true 
obscura had been driven south by the cold, and only the 
northern form remained. Last Saturday I visited the 
place again, and found about the same number there as 
at the last time and succeeded in capturing one, which 
proved to be a rubripes, and as you described it in the 
Auk last April. I am inclined to think that only a few 
of this sub species visit us, but further investigation 
may show the contrary. 

About a month ago a red winged blackbird flew into 
a large wire coop in which peacocks and doves are con~ 
fined in Forest Park, Springfield, and has stayed there 
ever since, becoming quite content to confinement. I 
never have known of this species wintering here but 


once before. 


Yours truly, 


Mr. William Brewster. 





set ae 





Springfield, Mass., 


November 30th, 1903. 


Dear Sir:- 

I am greatly obliged to you for 
your information contained in your letter of 
Saturday, relative to the appearance of the pine 
grosbeak. I heard of their presence in Cum- 
mington, Huntington, Becket, Tolland and Long- 
meadow, and have personally observed them in 
Hampden and Enfield, but none have been seen, as 
far as I know, for the past ten days. 


Yesterday I was surprised to find a kill- 


deer plover here, and Mr. Whiting,, of the Re~ 


publican, described a whistling note he heard 
uttered by a bird the same day, that resembled 
the cry of this specie, but a number of miles 
from where I observed one. 

After watching the markets and talking with 
shooters, I do not find that the red legged 
black duck comes here except in winter, and then 
only in small numbers. Last February, I 


flushed a flock of a dozen black ducks in such 





a way, the sun being at my back, and a sky line 
in front, that I could readily, from the color 
of their legs and bill, identify them all as 
rubripes. 


Yours truly, 


() /j ea 


Mr. William Brewster. 








Clerk of the Courts, 
Springfield, Mags. 


August 10th, 1906. 


Mr. Wm. Brewster, 

Dear Sir:e- 

I am greatly obliged to 
you for the “Birds af the Cambridge 
Region" which you were so kind as to 
send to me and shall value and use it 
very much. 

Almost every year I find something 
new in the way of bird life in this 
vicinity. This season I have had 
the pleasure of studying the ways of 
/ke TOugh wing swallow, a nest mving 
been located in Longmeadow, a suburb 
of Springfield. If I cawld only live 
long enough and these nearly annual 


discoveries were made, I think that 





finally I should be quite well versed 
in the mowledge of ornithology. 


Cordially yours, 





